
Content, Culture and Multiple Intelligences
 

Carol Read 
 
 1.   The Story of The Three Wishes. 
 
   Wish 1: ______________________ 
 
   Wish 2: ______________________ 
 
   Wish 3: _____________________ 
 
 2.   The triangle of influences which affect children’s learning   
        and performance: 
 
    __________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
___________                                                              ___________ 
 
 3.   The case of Billy McBone. 
 
 4.    The role of Multiple Intelligence theory. 
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 5.    “Entry points” to learning through: 
 

• ___________________________ 

• ___________________________  

• ___________________________ 

 

 6.   An integrated example of classroom practice. 
     
Action chant:    Story song: 
The three bears    Goldilocks  
 
I’m Daddy bear   Goldilocks goes to the house of the bears 
My bowl is big   Let’s look in and see 
My chair is big   This bowl is big     
My bed is big    This bowl is small 
Big, big, yeah!   This bowl is tiny 
     And that is all 
I’m Mummy bear   Let’s count them – One, two, three! 
My bowl is small …    
     Goldilocks goes to the house of the bears 
I’m Baby bear   Let’s look in and see 
My bowl is tiny …   This chair is big … 
 

Goldilocks goes to the house of the bears  
Let’s look in and see  
This bed is big … 

 
Story-telling process: key ideas. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Examples of other story related activities. 
 
¾ Games with picture cards e.g. Memory, Bingo, Find a partner. 
 
¾ Puzzles e.g. Spot the differences, maze through the wood, join the dots. 
 
¾ Mime, drama and role play e.g. Goldilocks and Baby Bear.  
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Intercultural learning: family. 
 
• ____________________________________________________ 
 
• ____________________________________________________ 
 

 
 
Content-based learning: bears. 
 
Link to other subject area: _________________________________________ 
 
Children learn: __________________________________________________ 
 
Example of content-based material  
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 7.   Multiple Intelligences review 
 

e.g. Listen to and joining in with the story 

e.g. Singing the story song 

e.g. Following a maze 

e.g. Making the story characters 

e.g. Deducing the card in a game 

e.g. Acting out a role play 

e.g. Deciding your favourite character in the story 

e.g. Recognising different types of bears 

 
 8.   Main references  
 
Andrés, V.de, Self-esteem in the Classroom or the Metamorphosis of Butterflies in Affect in 
Language Learning, Ed. Arnold J, CUP, 1999 
Bettelheim B. The Uses of Enchantment: The Meaning and Importance of Fairy Tales Penguin 
1975 
Chen J., Krechevsky, M. & Viens J. Building on Children’s Strengths: The Experience of Project 
Spectrum Vol. 1, Teachers College Press, 1998 
Cook G. Language Play, Language Learning OUP, 2000 
Gardner H. Intelligence Reframed: Multiple Intelligences for the 21st Century Basic Books, 1999 
Jensen E. The Learning Brain Turning Point Publishing, 1995 
Kramsch C. Language and Culture OUP,1998 
Opie, I. & Opie P. The Lore and Language of Schoolchildren OUP 1967 
Read C. & Soberón A. Little Bugs 1, Macmillan Heinemann, 2004 
Read C. Instant Lessons: Fairy Tales, Penguin Longman, 2001 
Smith A. & Call N. The Alps Approach Network Educational Press, 1999 
Williams M. & Burden B. Psychology for Language Teachers CUP, 1997 
 
Notes: 
The concepts of Multiple Intelligences and “Entry points” are from Gardner. 
The Multiple Intelligences chart on page 1 of this handout is adapted from Jensen. 
‘The three bears’ material is from Little Bugs 1, Read and Soberón. 
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